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On ““The Teahouse’’ (Z5fH) by Lao Shaw (£4&)

Keiko HIRAMATSU

ABSTRACT

“The Teahouse” is a drama published in July, 1957, in the first number of the
“Shouhuo” (IXF#), a literary magazine. Right after the Liberation, Lao Shaw created
such dramas as “Fang Zhenzhu” (5% %) and “Longxu gou” (§§55#), and glorified
head-on the socialists revolution and the liberation of the people by describing the
improvements made in the miserable lives of the poor, the liberation of female folk-
art entertainers, and so on. Those dramas were written in the context of new China
in its post-revolutionary period.

“The Teahouse” does not belong to that group his dramas. The time depicted in
it is pre-revolutionary, and each of the three acts represents a different period, while
on the stage remains the same teahouse where people exchange news of their time.
In the teahouse, each set of the characters in the three acts presents before the audience
three dark ages in China, and, eventually the liberation of Beijing (Jt5) by the Eighth
Route Army (/\J&HE) is hinted at the end. However, the drama itself draws its curtain
with such tragedies as the suicide of the teahouse master and the occupation the
teahouse by the Guomindang (EE%) Army. Judging from the government’s literary
policies at the time of the publication, the author seems to have run a considerable
risk in producing the ending like this.

Before each act begins, shulaibao (${3£=) presents the audience the summary of
the coming act, thus the technique of a traditional folk art being adopted into the
modern drama. In 1956 Lao Shaw translated George Bernard Shaw’s “The Apple
Cart” into Chinese. Shaw’s dramas sometimes accompany a long fore ord, and this
is the case with the above drama. Preceding the drama and between the acts, Lao
Shaw placed the traditional Shulaibao (¥{3£%) trying to fill the margin of time and,
at the same time, to add a new scope to the form of the drama.

This manuscript is aimed at discussing the new techniques, Lao Shaw tried in
“The Teahouse”.
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