127

BOE RFIFeER  526% (2008) 127-142F
Journal of The Open University of Japan, No. 26 (2008) pp.127-142

PR S5 & /s P i
—T-ERgE] %0 CoT—

LNINE S S |
Local Studies in YANAGITA Kunio and OpAUCHI Michitoshi
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ABSTRACT

YANAGITA Kunio is well-known as the founder of Japanese folklore or ethnology, and OpaucHI Michitoshi is one of
the founders of Japanese modern human geography. They cooperated in the local studies group (Kyodokai), and tried
to establish their own disciplines. But their local studies are different in the nature. Comparing various local surveys,
YANAGITA considered that his research was a means to catch the commonality or generality in the Japanese particular
thoughts and religions. On the other hand, ODAUCHI took a substantial approach in order to grasp the speciality or
originality of the local areas or regions. While YANAGITA regarded the folklore or ethnology as a science of law or a
natural science, ODAUCHI considered the regional geography (study of individuality of regions) to be the core of human
geography.
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