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ABSTRACT

The United States proclaimed to remain neutral when the European War started in 1939. It was generally
considered that the law of neutrality obliged a neutral State to maintain an attitude of impartiality toward the
belligerents.

However, it was the declared policy of the Government of the United States to assist the countries that were
resisting aggression by the Axis Powers. In accordance with this policy, the Lend-Lease Act of 1941 enabled the
United States to aid the Allies. Then the question was raised whether such assistance was compatible with the
neutral duty of impartiality. This article explores two legal justifications for the assistance invoked by the Roosevelt
Administration . At first, the aid was justified as the defense of the United States and Western Hemisphere ;
then secondly, as the measures against the violator of the Kellogg-Briand Treaty. This article concludes that the
American assistance cannot be justified on either ground.
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