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What Hindered Women from Becoming District Social Workers?
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ABSTRACT

This paper examined the relevance between women and the system of district workers in social welfare from the
mid-Taisho era to the early Showa era to clarify why authorities did not employ women as district social workers
(homen iin). The inflow of Western culture to Japan after World War I brought some changes to the position of
Japanese women. The number of professional women increased, as well as there was a momentum to employ women
in the realm of social welfare. However, the district social worker system provided unpaid honorary positions
paticularly to men ; thus, it was impossible for women to work in such positions. In addition, the system was
organized in a highly conservative manner, which has no conception of employing profetional women. Women
typically worked to expand their expertise as visiting nurses and midwives. Through, some local authorities (e.g.,
Gunma Prefecture) proactively employed women district social workers in the context of the rise of the women’s
liberation movement, under the unpaid man-centered district social worker system, women workers could not
establish their status as professionals.
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