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The Establishment of Public Broadcasting in
U.S. A. and The Role of Universities

—a case of Illinois Public Broadcasting TV Station and
President George D. Stoddard—

Abstruct

In U.S. A, from 1950s to 1960s, a lot of public TV broadcast-
ing stations appeared as university broadcasting stations. When
we look back its process, none of us can deny the distinglished
leadership of universities’ presidents through the establishment
of those TV stations. For example, establishment of the TV
station of University of Huston (KUHT-TV), which is known as
the first public broadcasting TV station, depended on President
Walter W.Kemmerer, and Boston Public Broadcasting TV
Station (WGBH-TYV), established mainly by Harvard Univer-
sity, depended on President of Harvard University, James B.
Conant.

In this thesis I would like to explain the thought and work of
Dr. George D. Stoddard, the then President of University of
Illinois, and the relations between the idea and the mission of
land grant state colleges.

Dr. G. Stoddard is known well to Japanese people because he
came to Japan in 1946, just after World War 11, as the leader of
the First Education Mission of the U.S. to Japan. It is also
known that he and his group renovated educational idea and
systems of Japan according to the principle of democracy.
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