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Aura
—Light and Shadows—
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ABSTRACT

This study, prompted by Benjamin’s theory, explores the aspects of light and shadow of Aura. First, photography,
painting, and prints are compared from the viewpoint of reproduction technology and one-time nature, and are
examined as representations of the deceased. Discussions on mementos and death portraits as depiction of shadows,
in addition to Munch’s works, are also provided. Furthermore, expressive techniques utilizing photography in clinical
psychology are also considered. What is necessary for aura to come alive and not disappear is (1) cherishing the
sense of “here and now,” (2) the power of imagery, and (3) the flexibility of combining the bidirectional

perspectives.
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