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An Outline of the Conceptual Change in Media Education
Hiroo Saga

‘Media Education’ refers to teaching and learning about media rather than teaching
and learning by or with media. This conceptualization is based more on educational
practices than scientific research on media in education, and is typically expressed in
the definition by the International Film and Television Council (IFTC), an organiza-
tion under UNESCO. At the initial stage of the development of media education,
teachers focused mainly on film and television, their influence upon us, and our
abilities to face them critically. However, this traditional understanding of media
education is now affected by the rapid growth of new information technologies,
especially the computer and its world-wide networking. After reviewing a short
history of the practices of media education with its conceptual changes toward the
present, this paper elaborates on the need to establish a new concept of media
education which will include both traditional and newer media, and will integrate
creative, imaginative, and reflective use of these media, as well as their critical
reception.

Keywords
media education, visual literacy, critical television viewing, audiovisual education,
educational technology
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