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A Remote Sensing Evaluation of Natural Habitat for

releasing of the Crested Ibis (Nipponia nippon)

Kenichi NogucHi, Yunshan Su, Akinobu Kawal

ABSTRACT

Due to the series of restrictive protection measures taken by Chinese Government for
protection of the endangered species Created Ibis (Nipponia nippon), its population in Yang
County increased from 7 at the time of its rediscovery in 1981 to over 500 in 2003.

On the other hand, the last bird born in Japan died on the 10th October 2003 at Sado Ibis
Conservation Center. However, the number of captive population originated from the cou-
ple born in China increased to 39 birds in 2003. This success in increasing the captive pop-
ulation in Sado Ibis Conservation Center encouraged an intension of releasing of the crest-
ed ibis into the Sado island. Some of the endangered birds, such as California Condor,
Hawaiian Goose and Bald Eagle in United States, have succeeded in reintroduction of the
species in the wild.

This preliminary report aims to evaluate the capacity of the region for reintroduction of
crested ibis applying geographic information systems (GIS). The report compares land-
scape of the habitat between Sado and Yang County in China.
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