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Vertical/Horizontal—Individualism/Collectivism of
Japanese and American Respondents

—Differences between countries and generations—

Rie OnASHI

ABSTRACT

Horizontal/Vertical-Individualism/Collectivism Scale developed by Singelis, Triandis, Bhawuk, and
Gelfand (1995) was administered to Japanese and American college respondents and their parents. When
students and parents' data were pooled, U.S. American respondents scored higher in vertical collectivism,
horizontal individualism, and horizontal collectivism scales. When Japanese and American respondents’
data were pooled, university student respondents scored higher than their parents in vertical individualism
scale. When the two generations were analyzed separately, American university student respondents scored
higher than Japanese university student respondents in all scales, whereas American parent respondents
scored higher than Japanese parent respondents in horizontal individualism and horizontal collectivism
scales. When the two generations were compared within each country, Japanese university student
respondents scored higher than their parents in horizontal collectivism, whereas American university
student respondents scored higher than their parents in vertical collectivism scale. When ANOVA was
conducted on the four scales respectively with generational difference and national difference as
independent variables, interaction between the two independent variables was found only in the horizontal
collectivism scale. Although no definite conclusion can be drawn from this study due to the insufficient
number of participants, these results, taken as a whole, challenge the “common understanding” that
Americans are individualistic and Japanese are collectivistic people. Whether such results were obtained
because of particular social circumstances under which this study was conducted, or whether it is because
the “common understanding” is no longer an accurate description, is yet to be determined in future studies
involving more number of participants.
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BEN-ERAZEDTELDOTRZVRERDNS,
IDEIHCEZDE, RO EAT o 12 BICHEE O
DOREDFEEIZHXTHE D Z OO REDOFKET
BAEPI D o LEES . HEFOHEN 2K
TTT AU B AFER I EOHEME A T2 K URREE
MEROMEEI R B D, FOFVWTIDIDODOR
EOBREFELEL kol b EZNTBHE? D {,

COBRICELTE, SBROBHREOEEEFOLY
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fFifa WESMEOK - Fih - UELER
a—1 A¥
B TAIT &t
i 5 S 7EH & 5 8 ANBH B B o | AH
¥ 47 15 31 1 36 10 26 0 83 25 57 1
B 42 16 25 1 33 7 24 2 75 23 49 3
&t 89 31 56 2 69 17 50 2 158 48 | 106 4
a—2 4EE
¥ #
HA | 7XAYA HA| 7AYR
18~20 | 35 16 36~40 1
21~25 | 11 20 41~45 6 6
26~30 1 46~50 17 14
51~55 18 9
56~60 1
a—3 XLER
En B
HA TAYH HAR T AU
HAN 45 | 7795 F% 2 | BRAN4L [ 770 % 1
Japanese | African American Japanese | African American
FoM 2 T7TVTR 2 | Fofh 1| 7YT7%R 1
Asian American Asian American
a—AvVA4 %R 30 a—-hvA4 %R 28
Caucasian American Caucasian American
A=y 7R 1 vANR= Y 75 1
Hispanic American Hispanic American
A T4TR 0 AT 4TR 1
Native American Native American
Z D 1 Z At 0

b  FEENRE SO ORR
b —1 #EEMEATZRRERHEE

WOADETEY ) ELRDE, 1545 LY EYEY | When another person does better than I do, I get tense and
VI3
L7055, aroused.
Vi BEDRITNERVWHEIITER Y, Without competition, it is not possible to have a good
society.
VI5 | fIALD ) FLEFOMAFELELLIEVERETH D, It is important that I do my job better than others.
V6 BANE DS H DB EIAHTHEEZTLOIRITFE, 1 enjoy working in situations involving competitions with
others.
HFEFNANOHKTETHVORE (N=150 THE) . X*=4.140 df=5 p=.529

a D EE=061. BAFHN=48, HARMEL=66, 72U #Fi=63, 72" 7 HHL=65
(cf. EEMR T4 (6IHH) DEBEEMRE o« | £f=064, BAFHA=57, HEBHNA=.69. 72 #FHML=60, 72

77 A=

[&3fta3azr—vav
L

67)

SNV RT ] HEH
p.241.

THOAT (2000) L] BHHOAT (F) [EX
bz 3 2= —2 2 Y AF) BT pp.dii-iv.
Sl — (2000) [MEfE#] WHOAT (&) [E3xbH

93azr—3 3 v AR

B8I5tH:  pp.132-181.
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b—2 MREMERNERNHER
HAAMIFE 2 Th, b LEEPSRIEN/Z5HE L | 1 would sacrifice an activity that I enjoy very much if my
VC1 . R
D5b, family did not approve of it.
ve2 REVERIERL, D72 RTHT 5, I would do what would please my family, even if I detested
that activity.
Ves K& R FATIAT SRS, BIEOKERS D AR, KADZ% | Before taking a major trip, I consult with most members of
IHHRRT 5, my family and many friends.
ved K, MREOFBEDEIL S B OFRE BT 5, I usually sacrifice my self-interest for the benefit of my
group.
VG5 L LD ZELEYSE LS, T #DZ & %4 | Children should feel honored if their parents receive a
BIIEIRETH D, distinguished award.

RFEFA~DETIRIVNRE (N=150 THE) | X’=17275 df=9 p=.045

o P &E=053, AATFHEHMA =46, BAZEHMN=167. 72U ZFH=162. 74 HHHA =53

(cf. BEMETFHATE (SHE) OBEERIE « | £K=48, BARTFHMA =230, ARZAER =63, 72U DT =46, 72V
B AL = 41)

b—3 HAEAZHREFAFEE

HI1 | E&, BAOLIWIE®T 5, I often “do my own thing”.

HI3 | HODTIA Ny — 2 RmODHF X723, 1 like my privacy.

HI5 | BHAWHER ABTH 5, I am a unique individual.

HI7 | BAOBEINERE, BODOENICE 5, When I succeed, it is usually because of my abilities.

I8 ZLOWET, MALIEIMBEKE D> T5H I &HMFE | I enjoy being unique and different from others in many

72

ways.

AFEFAAOHKTIFTYVORE (N=150 THE) | X2=13.261 df=9 p=.151
a | Efk=69, BAFHMN =28, BARFHMA =45, 72U AFH=70, 72 2 HHE=56

(cf. EEMRTFHHET (SHEE) OFEERY o
7 AR = 49)

b—4 MEERIRREFAREH

C&h=57, BAFH=52. HARER=46. 72 H#FHR=73, T2

HOORBIEER I, B o TRWAEZ LTS

The well-being of my co-workers is important to me.

HC1 3.

HC2 | b LEMEEEZ D5 o705, HODVEVIZEY, If a co-worker gets a prize, I would feel proud.

HC 4 MM OMERERDOZ LIZEFICE o TR B ETH S, It is important to me to maintain harmony within my
group.

HC5 | bro&lzdo% THEBELENT50W0F&72, I like sharing little things with my neighbors.

HC6 | fliANEWmIT 5 LRIV, I feel good when I cooperate with others.

HCS Bl o TOELALIE, A& HICHEEE T3 Z & T | Tome, pleasure is spending time with others.

H5bo

HFEFN~DLETIRIHINRE (N=150 THE) | X2 =11.760 df=14 p=626

a o &k=67, BHAFHMA =45, HARERIC=39, 72U AFH#{ =69, 72U A =142

(cf. EEMETA4TET (8THE) OBBEERY « | £k=67. BATFH=.37, BARFAM(C=51. 72U A Fif=72, 721
I HMAL=.27)
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