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A study of the folding screens of Tsurezuregusa (Essays in Idleness).
with special references to the Atsuta and the Uesugi folding screens

Yuko SHIMAUCHI

ABSTRACT

Tsurezuregusa was widely read during the Edo period as it was considered to be a classic that contained
easily understandable and instructive moral lessons to many. As a result it became the subject of picture
scrolls, shikishi (square of heavy decorative paper for painting and calligraphy) and folding screens and was
enjoyed as an art form. The study of Tsurezurequsc as works of art, however, has vet attracted serious
consideration from modern scholarship.

The aim of this paper is to present some results from the research on two folding screens of
Tsurezuregusa in the collections of the Treasure Repository of the Atsuta Shrine and of the Uesugi
Museum in Yonezawa. The detailed examinations of these screens reveal that the former screen depicts
three chapters from Tsurezuregusa (Chapters 52, 53 and 54), while the subjects of the latter's pictures are
identified as those from altogether twenty eight chapters in Tsurezuregusa.

Using these findings this paper further considers following questions: first, what were the criteria of
selecting these chapters; secondly, whether these pictures faithfully followed the original texts; thirdly,
what were the purposes of producing these two screens, and lastly, compared with contemporary picture
scrolls and shikishi what was the distinctive significance of painting on folding screens.



