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‘Politics of Allusions: The Language of Sensibility and the Anxiety of
the Public Sphere in Women’s Poetry during the Romantic Period’

Kazuyoshi O1sur

ABSTRACT

This short essay investigates into the ways in which allusions function in women'’s poetry during the so-
called Romantic period with political implications. Christopher Ricks’s Allusions to Poets (2002) offers a
revised map of intertextuality in English poetry, but it covers only poems in the male poetical tradition,
ignoring the vast field of intertextuality in female poems. Besides, he entirely overlooks the ideological
implications embedded in poetical allusions. Women in the eighteenth century had little established literary
tradition to inherit. It was in parallel with the situation in which they were excluded from legal rights to
inheritance or personal property. It does not mean, however, that women'’s poetry has no intertextuality. On
the contrary, within the culture of sensibility, female poets began to explore the possibility of creating their
own unique poetical styles and languages through poetical allusions. Since they considered themselves
unqualified to make open commitments to the ‘public sphere’, they sought to include not only personal, but
also social and political messages in various allusions to texts and contexts. It was an innovative style of
commitments to the ‘public sphere’. This paper explores the complicated ramifications of the poetical
allusions which carry political implications around them.
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