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“A Spectral Vision”

—Mary Robinson’s Insecure Identity in “The Haunted Beach”™—

Kazuyoshi O1sHI

Synopsis

Mary Robinson was a scandalous celebrity in the London society during the 1780s and the early 1790s. But she was
also a talented poetess and novelist. Her poem ‘The Haunted Beach’, written just a few months before her death in
1800, testifies to her rich poetical sensitivity. More importantly, it reflects the unstable, turbulent life she led as an
independent-minded female poet. We should also notice that, while employing a unique meter and rhyme scheme, the
poem incorporated in itself Charlotte Smith’s language of sensibility, as well as those Gothic and supernatural ele-
ments which we find in S. T. Coleridge’s ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’. With such an incoherent structure, the
language of the poem and the narrator’s voice become rather inconsistent and unsettling. This poetic instability indi-
cates not merely Robinsons own anxiety over her hard-pressed and isolated life and her insecure social and literary
identity, but also the uncertain lives of those late—eighteenth-century women who had to survive untoward circum-
stances.
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[Upon a lonely desert beach,

Where the white foam was scatter’d,

A little shed uprear’d its head,

Though lofty barks were shatter’d.

The sea-weeds gathering near the door,
A sombre path display’d;

And, all around, the deafening roar
Re-echoed on the chalky shore,

By the green billows made.

Above a jutting cliff was seen

Where sea-birds hover’d craving;

And all around the craggs were bound
With weeds—for ever waving.

And here and there, a cavern wide

Its shadowy jaws display’d;

And near the sands, at ebb of tide,

A shiver’d mast was seen to ride

Where the green billows stray’d. (1-18)]"
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[And often, while the moaning wind
Stole o’er the summer ocean,

The moonlight scene was all serene,
The waters scarce in motion;

Then, while the smoothly slanting sand
The tall cliff wrapp’d in shade,

The fisherman beheld a band

Of spectres gliding hand in hand-
Where the green billows play’d.

And pale their faces were as snow,

And sullenly they wander’d;

And to the skies with hollow eyes

They look’d as though they ponder’d.

And sometimes, from their hammock shroud,
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They dismal howlings made,

And while the blast blew strong and loud,
The clear moon mark’d the ghastly crowd,
Where the green billows play’d. (19-36) ]
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