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Increase of Social Support Services and
Transition of Industrial Society

—Why do the social support services show such an increasing trend in Japan®™—

Motoshi SAKAI
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ABSTRACT

Recently, the number of persons engaged to the social support services shows a considerable increase in the
industrial society in Japan. Especially, the expansion of the care service is remarkable, since the public-care insurance
system is founded. Why do the support services show such an increasing trend? Moreover, what change does the
industrial society in Japan receive as a result? It is a point into which it inquired with this thesis. In conclusion, there
are the three points of the reason for the support services increase if it brings it together.

First, there is a cause in the supply-side of the services. In a word, the increase of the service industry causes
the change in the industrial structure. The escalating trend of the producer service will be pointed out especially.
Secondarily, there is a reason from the demand-side of the support services. It is assumed that changing the
population structure explains the increase of the support services. In aging society, the elderly households and the
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one-person households increase, and these households need the various kinds of the social supports. Thirdly, there is
an idea assumed the industry characteristic of the support services produces the increasing trend. It is the one that
the new theory of the division of labor was examined though this idea is different from a so to speak classic theory
of division of labor. In a word, a social specialization will be promoted by this process though the diversification
of the industrial structure advances in the division of labor process. At this time, the more it advances by a social
specialization, the more the trend to which the support services increases appears in the supporting industry.

The sociologists show recently the trend that points out the demand factors of aging and shrinking of family
function and so on about the reason why the support services increases. But it is understood that there are some
problems that cannot be explicable only by the increased demand. Moreover, the true nature of the problem will be
rather misunderstood when we stay in the argument only of the demand-side factor. This short essay pays attention
to the supply-side factor of the increase of the producer service and the industrial characteristic of the support
services. And it makes clear additionally that the state of the support services is controlled by a relative industrial

configuration in the whole.
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