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Tsurezurequsa-Shusuisho considered as a commentary
Yuko SHIMAUCHT

ABSTRACT

Kitamura Kigin (AtF3015, 1624-1705) wrote two commentaries on Tsurezuregusa (FEZRE) in his life time. At
the age of forty-four he published Tsurezuregusa-Mondansho (FE#RE CELS, 1667), which afterwards circulated
widely and secured a renown as a standard among countless commentaries upon Tsurezuregusa.

In modern times, Tsurezuregusa-Mondansho has been much consulted by Western scholars who translated
Turezuregusa into their languages. These facts indicate the excellence of Tsurezuregusa-Mondansho as a work of
scholarship.

Kigin, when he was eighty-one years old, dedicated to Tokugawa Tsunayoshi (f&)I[#%5), the fifth Shogun, an
abridged version of Tsurezuregusa-Mondansho titled Tsurezuregusa-Shuswisho ((ERFIRFETY, 1704), which
selected compactly the essential parts of detailed arguments in Tsurezuregasa-Mondansho.

This paper firstly tries to illustrate the characteristics of Tsurezuregusa-Mondansho, paying special attention
to Wakas quoted in eight different commentaries on Tsurezuregusa written in the early modern period. Secondly
it considers Kitamura Kigin’s final view on Tsurezuregusa attained in his last years, which offers a specimen of old
Japanese commentators’ attitude to their classics.



