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COPYRIGHT RESERVED The following story has been current

in all parts of Japan from ancient times.
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ind thieves. The original was no doubt |

‘E;:-} methmg like the dog Shippeitaro.
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Puse even yet.
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days of fairies and

ﬂ? " ONG long ago, in the 11
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| giants, ogres and dragons, |

valiant knights and dis-

tressed damsels; in those

good old days, a brave |
youug warrior went ouf
finto the wide world in search of
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aaventures,

For some time he went on |[E
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journeymg through a thick forest, on all sides. Faint and weary he

he found himself, one evening, on Fgtumbled on in the fast gathering

a wild and lonely mountain side. darkness, until suddenly he came

No village was in sight, no cottage, Pypon a little temple, deserted and

not even the hut of a charcoal | hqlf ruined, but which still con- |

blll‘ner, SO Oftell o l)ﬁ‘ f()llll(l 011l the tained a9 Shrine' He]_‘e at leag}t was ;'

outskirts of the forest. He had |ghelter from the chilly dews, and

been following a faint and much | here he resolved to pass the night.
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overgrown path, but at length even | Food he had none, but wrapped
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that was lost sight of. Twilight |5, pis mantle, and with his good

was coming on, and in vain he sivord by his side, he lay down,

strove to recover the lost track.

and was soon fast asleep.

Each effort seemed only to entangle & 0.9 midnight he was awa-
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him more hopelessly in the briarn Kened Ly a dreadiul noise. At first

and tall grasses which grew thickly . thought it must be a dream, but |




the noise continued, the whole place
resounding with the most terrible
shrieks and yells. The young war-
rior raised himself cautiously, and
seizing his sword, looked through
a hole in the ruined wall. He be-

held a strange and awful sight. A

troop of hideous cats were engaged
in a wild and horrible dance their
yells meanwhile echoing through

the night. Mingled with their un-

earthly cries the young warrior

could clearly distinguish the words,
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“Tell it not to Schippeitaro! Keep

"f' 1' L "

it close and dark! Tell it not to
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clear full moon

| shed its light upon this
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grewsome scene.

) Oung warrmr watched wlth ;amaze_
" Suddenly, /the |
mld’mght hony being

ent and horror |

passed, the

phantom

T —— T MW N T R T L




S o o T P e S— e —— B e T

cats disappeared, and all was silence fdirection, towards an open plain.
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once more. The rest of the 11ight There he saw one or two scattered T |

passed undisturbed, and the young Jeottages, and, a little further on, a

warrior slept soundly until morning. f¥illage. Pressed by hunger, he was

When he awoke the sun was al- fmaking the best of his way towards t

ready up, and he hastened to leave fthe village, when he heard the

By the bright morning light he j#mentation and entreaty. No soon-

the scene of last nicht’s adventure. ftones of a woman's voice loud in |
presently discovered traces of a |8 did these sounds of distress reach
:

path W’hiCh the UVOIliIIg before hfld the wWarrior s Cars, than ]!ir?; lll.ll]gi!l'

been invisible. This he followed, j¥as lorgotten, and he hurried on

and found to his great Joy, that it 10 the nearest cottage to find out

led, not as he had feared to the What was the matter, and 1if he
forest through which he had come pOUd give any help. The people
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the day before, but in the opposite listend to his questions, and shaking
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tully,
/ told

him thaf

all ll(f‘lll was

vain. “Hvery
year,” said they, ‘“the mountain
spirit claims a victim. “Lhe time has
come, and this very night
will he devour our

loveliest maiden.,

- - 1S I the C . ne railline \
\ their heads This is ause of the wailing

and [amentation.” And when the

young warrior, filled with wonder, |
enquired further, they told him
that at sunset the victim would be

put into a sort of cage, carried to

that very ruined temple
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where he had passed the night, ang eply, “he belongs to the head man
there left alone. =~ In the morning of our Irince who lives only a
she would have vanished. So it [lftle way irom here.” “We often
was each year, and so it would b. [€€ him following his master, he is
now: there was no help for 1t. As & fine brave fellow.” The young
he listened, the young warrior was
filled with an earnest desire to de-
liver the maiden. And, the mention
of the ruined shrine having brought
back to his mind the adventure of
the mnight before, he asked the
people swhether they had ever heard
the name of Schippeitaro, and who
and what he was. “Schippeitaro is a
strong and beautiful dog” was the
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prepared for the maiden; and, with l |
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| knight did not Stop to ask more

questions, but hurried off to Sc

: | hip i the help of some of the young men |
ertaro’s mast \
P wster and begged him to

of the village, carried it to the ruin- |

lend his dogo . 1 . ¢
l g for one mght. At firsth led temple, and there set 1t down.

E' 'l the man was unwilling, but g
’ length agreed to lend Schippeitarg
on conditon tha the should be broy
ght back the next day. Overjoye(
the young warrior led the dog away

Next he went to see the parents

of the unhappy maiden, and told N ‘

them to keep her in the house andEE

watch her carefully until his returnf

.

| He then placed the dog Schippeifs

| taro, 1n the cage which had becf
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her light over the mountain, came

the phantom cats once more. This
time they had in their midst a bend fumself.  No sooner did this \

“knowing as the frightful mountain

1
young warrior had no difficulty, in |
i
|

huge black tom cat, fiercer and | MORSter catch sight of the cage than

the rest, and yO“S of fl‘illmph and hideous jO}’,

\vhich the fOHO“'{)d h} hiS companions.
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When he had long enough jeered at to his master,

and taunted his victim, he threw | with a thousand thanks, told the
open the door of the cage.

father and mother of the maiden

But this time he met his match.

that their daughter was free, and

The brave Schippeitaro sprang upon pithe people of the village that the

him, and seizing him with his teeth, fiend had claimed his last vietim,
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held him fast, while the young trand would trouble them no more.

warrior with one stroke of his good | «y.n
sword laid the monster dead at

his feet. As for the other eats, too

owe all this to the brave
Schippeitaro,” he said as he bade
them farewell, and went his way
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gazing at the dead body of their

.

leader, and were made short work

of by the knight and Schippeitaro.

The young warrior brought back







