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A Comparison of Five Major US Newspaper Articles on
Obama’s Visit to Hiroshima
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DFEFE S5 (The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, USA Today, The Washington Post, Los Angeles Times)
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ABSTRACT

This study is a comparison of the articles by five major US newspapers (The Wall Street Journal, The New York
Times, USA Today, The Washington Post, and Los Angeles Times) on president Obama’s visit to Hiroshima on May
27,2016 (Japan time). The comparison on the titles of the articles showed that some newspapers were framing the
Obama’s Hiroshima visit as “showing condolences for the victims yet not apologizing,” whereas other newspapers
were framing it as “Obama’s manifestation of an endeavor towards the world without nuclear weapons.” The
comparison of the first sentence of the articles found that some newspapers worded the sentence as if the purpose
of Obama’s trip to Hiroshima was to mourn the victims of the atomic bomb, yet other newspapers were focusing on
the facts related to the visit itself. The comparisons on the quotes from Obama’s speech revealed that there was a
large difference between the articles on the number of words quoted, and that some newspapers quoted more from
his words on victims while other newspapers quoted more from his prospect for the world without nuclear weapons.
The comparison on the general tone of arguments indicated that a certain article was centered on the viewpoints of
ordinary citizens while another was attentive to the political issues behind this event. The overall analyses showed
that some papers were relatively consistent in its tone among the article’s title, the first sentence, quotations
from Obama’s speech, and the general argument, whereas other papers were combining different stances in the
aforementioned four parts.
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President Barack Obama mourned the victims of the U.S.
atomic bombing of Japan at the memorial honoring those who
died in the Aug. 6, 1945 attack on Hiroshima, the first visit to
this city by a sitting U.S. leader.
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President Obama laid a wreath at the Hiroshima Peace Me-
morial on Friday, telling an audience that included survivors
of America’s atomic bombing in 1945 that technology as dev-
astating as nuclear arms demands a “moral revolution.”
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USA

President Obama made an emotional and historic visit to this
once-shattered city Friday, embracing survivors of the Aug.
6, 1945, atomic bomb blast and renewing calls for an end to
nuclear weapons.
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Nearly 71 years after an American bomber passed high above
this Japanese city on a clear August morning on a mission
that would alter history, President Obama on Friday made a
solemn visit to Hiroshima to offer respects to the victims of
the world’s first deployed atomic bomb.
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President Obama came face to face with the horror of nuclear
war Friday in a somber visit to Hiroshima, becoming the first
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sitting U.S. president to tour the site of the atomic bombing
71 years ago that killed tens of thousands in an instant and

ushered in the nuclear age.
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gression and brought about the end of World War 1I.”
KRFPFEHRICLD) RLZLTZORBIZL R LD
EERDHDONED I EHTEEMZEE U2V ONIE
BHiREZAHTHb,

W2, 5P 1ML 2EL LTV nEE LT, H
KOWHFBEIELETFTON L, NYTIEA NV A Y
—F OHRTHEREF OB EIIHARIIH L LHE
L7z (“he made clear that Japan, despite a highly ad-
vanced culture, was to blame for the war”) & #k-XT
Who LLARDH, ZORIZOWTIEIZLATIE
[ FAEAEIE19304E 2 HA04EUT DT TH AR DT 5 72
7 E I 2 PER O RS S 12 DWW TIERE S b o 726
(“The president, though, refrained from talking about
why the U.S. dropped the bombs and did not empha-
size Japan'’s brutal colonialist expansion in Asia in the
1930s and ’40s.”) & BXTBYH, T D 2 MO TH 7%
N REGHEESAE L T,

F7o, RN AEmEE L OMEER L TRz En
TWLPIZOWTH, HE T LIZENDPR LN,
WSJIEHBE & OEER XM IS LT izfio
WBRB 2 ENOFERNPE L, BATLOFELEEL
Tz —Ji. NYTWIRE RO F <KDL B O
Trahra )it L HBHL Twiz, USAIZZ D bEx
MWEVWREHEOFTHEROFZH ) L2 EHLTH
Ve HERMORIES 7 2 ) ARG b — R OF
L L Tne WPIZANYEKOHARTOITE %
W7 DA CIRRTED . JRBICAT S RNCER L7
EORERMBTOAE—-FONET TREINLTW
720 LATIZEUEEHEOHASMAKE D L (. F724
%@E@ﬁ@%&*ﬁ¥ﬁ@$ﬂ%@IEV—Fif
FNALTWze CORYIIFKRAED L) B N4 %5
FHlge LTHEE L T AP 2NEIZHN B EH 5728w
2AHIEHD,

IS RKFBWICHERLT, BI4DEH1
Vi,

R L7z

& HIk L
—3XH G
51H LR

SR RAYEL

4. FEHEHRE

SNE AN ROIL BRI & v [F DR S & #H
BLT A D EESMONELZILIL TH7Z, I
FTTORMOFRE T LD T, RIEDLH)IZBIRLT
(VRS

EHOEHZ LD L) IS &, EOFFEOMD
Wiy 797 L TnwdEHICRZTLE D), ZiUddH
MomHErEHE LT, E - —H - I &2 TN
FGUARPAIELTVAZLOHNTHL EVZ D
7259 W, PITFTBL RN ODTH, 2RO
HEN—EOHAEMNT VL EVWE S, ZOBIED
SsbE WSTIZEH L D GENICAES 2 HE 7%
Vo F o0 LATIEEE L 0 AN &S A2HE 7%
Vi, IS 2 MU DY ) B TS L F
2L LN hv, —hH, VTR EWNYT,
USA., WP®D 3fKICOWTIE, D% &4 L
TRRFICOWTIE, AR E 2 A THiA ZRBLEZELD
A HE LTI EDER L, ZORTHE TR
W7 DlE, USAIZA Y —F D5 HHNE L &k
MHIEIEF—HLTWBDIZ L, NYTEWPIZ—CH®D
NZ & RO &AM Z2 R L TWD v i
Thb, BFEVDIZ, ZNb 3MEbELE—LHE

DR—HPRKEVENS LAY, [HEFIV
B ORAOERG 1206 2%, 2 TreHeRkoNT
VAFEA ) LW W LOWHPEZLLIIZE Y,

TRERIZT AV TIEZINSOHEIZED X I 12
ZFIED ENT=DESH ) He BHFM =2 —a -2
RETHAHEH (2016) 13KD LI IZBT W5,

BHHOFETIX, KFPRIZE LMD, —H
TRERTVE Lze VRIIVEDRG=2—F
—Z7 - HALRF1IH by ST, TP by oK
Z MIIHOLBISHE {RRFr iz, TR
EEINDLTF—WA RN —=hF T x—F Y, F
NWYEDPWBEOHRERSADE # B EEY —
MK E LR TO 72 DDBHIRIN 7 - 720 137k

HiBEH
INSEIIL
HBEHE
Bg

K5 Lo



60 KM OB OB

EOFERIEVIIHNE, FRATI TIEBBDL
Ay [H9EZ X B0 Zaim X128 U7z,

ZTO—J7T, E (2016) & [SRIOMIZ. KE
»— Mﬁ&@% ENTZTENZA )] L
W, RO X HIZIRRT W5,

COEHT S, ZIUE. AN IEHEDE R 2 s &
M, BRFRESEWRDS [H#TRR LAV 2
CERIELTCEWN LA EDRBRIZHLDES
Vo ATATHERDOEL TKRIEMIZRDZ LS
<L el [HRAKFHEOILBHM] 32171k
BHNTze KIHEED S ed, BFEDLIXRNT LD
BT [ELFERIT] L) eI
WATH D B B IE N TR,

N R E 17 F AN AN YIN = 1 i DA i b el
L2 UE, 7T A HENTD - &G L iEwm D
HETHAHHIZ DM TE L, A, WIZD L)
BRI EINTPHETEL L) RRTFTIE, AN RDOIA
BEHMBAEPEHTE oz d Lk, 2Dk
IBREROR TR EINTHETHE 2L W) HIZIEH
iLfk%tm

SE DTN Y 72 5 TEZF N Z N O PRI ATE R FE
STWLMWE ([HRFIR] TV RFV] &) TEEE
T, MEICHN T XA NOREG LT 720 £
NENOHTHHDB TG E LT EEE (Bl 2 IXWS]iX
FTIA NI S—DET R A= UHFE, USAIFWP
IZHERIUTKREN, 2 8) bEEL TRV, TE
NOFHOMWECHER » ZR Lozt 218, %
NENOERFL DL HIZE LB D D A FREM
HHTxsEBbiLs,

512, SREGH LT F A MIEHKO Y = T
Lo 120N, ENENOREN RSN TV LR
3B L < OBERTE, BoFEDY vy L)
Hole TOX) RIRMEIL, —ODOFFETIILT
LI RTCEEZENELTH, T2 T R=VLkE
LCIHEZ ENG Do 280 DIEROHEARET H
HILHERET L, ZOBIKIHROFEOEY HE X
B l2MEO L FEEIMTEEZLNLINE LN
B, ZORIZOVWTIESHBRELR LMENPLETDH
5o

A (2009) 1, YAX T4 7T THESNLDIEE
FALENTZHETH L ES ) TOFTVHIHEZIE,
SEOGHIET A AOTFESHEAED LI LTH
N RORBFMEFEESIL L 70Dt THhH - 72 &
W2 Do 20164E 5 A27TH DA N KDL BHME. &
MixzhzhofEr»s [Flofb) L. @FEICmg &
)& Lz 20 [Fe5b] A5, & LF R TIx T4
TEAFEBROBHELEA] EWIIROBETERS
. FIOFHEATIE [H N KHA SO H TR L 255
MAEFRZI] V) —XHORFALIL RO TH
bo Tl AMFEHET LA L LTRED ORISR

WA Thbh b, ZRZENOEDOTCICEI N EF L,
ifuﬁ%wﬁ’;ofﬁéhéNg%w&%ﬁné
NRE D OOPEREIRDAT DI, RIZHHOMRESR 12
ofﬁ%kwaﬂfkrﬁétbmﬁv%_@ﬁéﬁ
PRI TN D (GEE OBVt FHAOIBIE R M

LoEN AT R E) s HERIFIZENS OREEERD
WERL LT, REOTIENTWAIDOTH S, SED
“ﬁ%@bf BGAEW - AR B R 2 O H O R

B LT B U EIROEL S 2S, BEN LI T
iﬂF‘ﬁ%xf:otO 2B,

SEW

MERER (2009) [f7-5
7zr) A
seikim (2008) [ A7« 7 L WMERTER . EEN Ay b
— 7 OPTELNLHFE] BITRWREE (2747 -
I3 a=F—vavE] HIE (pp. 197215) KisfE

FHIbo

g R T (1998) B A 71 7] Aik#E,

HAABCH% (2013) TilgsbEha—7 1) 7 O EEH
http://www.jabc.or.jp/info/news/5892.html
(2016.10.25 2 18)

ELHRGLE (2016.6.14) [N~ L Bai o [ @ & &
OFEW] SHHE T Y & ViR
http://digital.asahi.com/articles/AS]6B4]Q8]6BUH-
BI019.html (2016.10.26 Z:[&)

Beaujon, A. (2014.10.28) “USA Today, WS], NYT top U.S.
newspapers by circulation”

AT T7EEIMEESTE

http://www.poynter.org/2014/usa-today-wsj—nyt-

top-u-s—newspapers-by-circulation/277337/
(2016.10.25 )

Harris, G. (2016.5.27) “At Hiroshima Memorial, Obama
Says Nuclear Arms Require "Moral Revolution” ” The
New York Times 73 % VIR
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/28/world/asia/
obama-hiroshima—japan.html? r=2 (2016.10.25 &)

Lee, C. E., & Martin, A. (2016.5.28) “Obama: Memory of
Hiroshima Bombing "Must Never Fade’—U.S. presi-
dent offers condolences, not apology, to victims of
Aug. 6, 1945, atomic bombing” The Wall Street Jour-
nal 77 % VIR
http://www.wsj.com/articles/obama-spotlights—

peace—nuclear-nonproliferation-on-hiroshima-visit—
1464317247 (2016.10.25 M)

Nakamura, D. (2016.5.27) “In Hiroshima 71 years after
first atomic strike, Obama calls for end of nuclear

weapons” The Washington Post 7> % VR
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/obama-

visits—hiroshima-more-than-seven-decades-after—
the-worlds-first-atomic-strike/2016/05/27/
¢7d0d250-23b6-11e6-8690-f14ca9de2972_story.html
(2016.10.25 &)

Parsons, C., & Makinen, J. (2016.5.27) “In historic visit to
Hiroshima, Obama calls on the world to morally

evolve” Los Angeles Times 73 % VIR

http://www.latimes.com/world/la-fg-obama-hiroshi

ma-20160527-snap-story.html (2016. 10.25 ZR)
Spitzer, K. (2016.5.27) “Sympathy for victims but no apol-




TN RIS B2 27 A ) 7 FH 5 AROFLFO L 61

ogy as Obama makes historic Hiroshima visit” USA
Today 73 % WHR
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/

05/27/obama-visit-hiroshima-bomb-site-pledges—
no-apology/85022938/ (2016.10.25 Z1&)

Wikipedia “List of newspapers in the United States”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of _newspapers_
in_the_United_States (2016.10.25 Z:/1)

152 - REXEERICE 2 F /N Y KRELEEHS A
&

LB : Wall Street Journal (715%) , Phe New: York Times (168 |

|#%), USA Today (427%), [The Washington Post] (1037%), Los |

{ Angeles Times (1953%) :

Seventy-one years ago, on a bright cloudless morning, death fell
from the sky and the world was changed. A flash of light and a

wall of fire destroyed a city and demonstrated that mankind
possessed the means to destroy itself.

Why do we come to this place, to Hiroshima?

der a terrible force unleashed in a not-so-distant past]. We come

to mourn the dead, including over 100,000 Japanese men, wom-
en and children, thousands of Koreans, a dozen Americans held
prisoner.

Their souls [speak to us].[They ask us to look inward, to take]

\stock of who we are and what we might become \

It is not the fact of war that sets Hiroshima apart. Artifacts tell
us that violent conflict appeared with the very first man. Our
early ancestors having learned to make blades from flint and
spears from wood used these tools not just for hunting but
against their own kind. On every continent, the history of civili-
zation is filled with war, whether driven by scarcity of grain or
hunger for gold, compelled by nationalist fervor or religious
zeal. Empires have risen and fallen. Peoples have been subjugat-
ed and liberated. And at each juncture, innocents have suffered,
a countless toll, their names forgotten by time.

The world war that reached its brutal end in Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki was fought among the wealthiest and most powerful of
nations. Their civilizations had given the world great cities and
magnificent art. Their thinkers had advanced ideas of justice
and harmony and truth. And yet the war grew out of the same
base instinct for domination or conquest that had caused con-
flicts among the simplest tribes, an old pattern amplified by new
capabilities and without new constraints.

In the span of a few years, some 60 million people would die.
Men, women, children, no different than us. Shot, beaten,
marched, bombed, jailed, starved, gassed to death. There are

many sites around the world that chronicle this war, memorials
that tell stories of courage and heroism, graves and empty
camps that echo of unspeakable depravity.

Yet in the image of a mushroom cloud that rose into these skies,
we are most starkly reminded of humanity’s core contradiction.
How the very spark that marks us as a species, our thoughts,
our imagination, our language, our toolmaking, our ability to set
ourselves apart from nature and bend it to our will — those
very things also give us the capacity for unmatched destruction.

How often does material advancement or social innovation blind
us to this truth? How easily we learn to justify violence in the
name of some higher cause.

Every great religion promises a pathway to love and peace and
righteousness, and yet no religion has been spared from believ-
ers who have claimed their faith as a license to kill.

Nations arise telling a story that binds people together in sacri-
fice and cooperation, allowing for remarkable feats. But those
same stories have so often been used to oppress and dehuman-
ize those who are different.

Science allows us to communicate across the seas and fly above
the clouds, to cure disease and understand the cosmos, but
those same discoveries can be turned into ever more efficient
killing machines.

The wars of the modern age teach us this truth. Hiroshima
teaches this truth. Technological progress without an equiva-
lent progress in human institutions can doom us. The scien-
tific revolution that led to the splitting of an atom requires a
moral revolution as well.

That is why we come to this place. We stand here in the middle

of this city and force ourselves to imagine the moment the bomb

fell. We force ourselves to feel the dread of children confused by
what they see. We listen to a silent cry. We remember all the in-

nocents killed across the arc of that terrible war and the wars

that came before and the wars that would follow.

Mere words cannot give voice to such suffering. But we have a
shared _responsibility to look directly into the eye of history

and _ask what we must do differently to curb such suffering
again.

Some day, the voices of the hibakusha will no longer be with
us to bear witness. But the memory of the morning of Aug. 6,
1945, must never fade. That memory allows us to fight compla-
cency. It fuels our moral imagination. It allows us to change.

And since that fateful day, we have made choices that give us

UHIFIE RS ATURETH 5,
KRERAMfEDO Y = 7 A b

https://japanese.japan.usembassy.gov/j/p/tpj—20160527-02.html

- FIHER 7Y # VI http//www.asahi.com/articles/DA3512380530.html

CEEHE RNy baa=a— A http//www.jiji.com/jc/v4?id=obama-hiroshima0005

Rz — A TR

http://www.sankei.com/premium/news/160527/prm1605270008-n1.html

F7-. il (2016.6.24 : http://digital.asahi.com/articles/DA3S12424249.html) 1% H AR D FEHO RO E N % 575 U T CEIBRZE W,




62 VNI 3

hope. The United States and Japan have forged not only an alli-
ance but a friendship that has won far more for our people than
we could ever claim through war. The nations of Europe built a
union that replaced battlefields with bonds of commerce and de-
mocracy. Oppressed people and nations won liberation. An in-
ternational community established institutions and treaties that
work to avoid war and aspire to restrict and roll back and

mately eliminate|the existence of nuclear weapons.

Still, every act of aggression between nations, every act of ter-
ror and corruption and cruelty and oppression that we see
around the world shows our work is never done. We may not be
able to eliminate man’s capacity to do evil, so nations and the al-
liances that we form must possess the means to defend our-
selves. But among those nations like my own that hold nuclear
stockpiles, we must have the courage to escape the logic of fear
and pursue a world without them.

We may not realize this goal in my lifetime, but persistent ef-
fort can roll back the possibility of catastrophe. We can chart
a course that leads to the destruction of these stockpiles. We
can stop the spread to new nations and secure deadly mate-
rials from fanatics.

And yet that is not enough. For we see around the world today
how even the crudest rifles and barrel bombs can serve up vio-
lence on a terrible scale. We must change our mind-set about
war itself. To prevent conflict through diplomacy and strive
to end conflicts after they’ve begun. To see our growing inter-
dependence as a cause for peaceful cooperation and not vio-
lent competition. To define our nations not by our capacity to
destroy but by what we build. And perhaps, above all, we
must reimagine our connection to one another as members of
one human race.

For this, too, is what makes our species unique. We're not
bound by genetic code to repeat the mistakes of the past. We
can learn. We can choose. We can tell our children a different
story, one that describes a common humanity, one that makes

war less likely and cruelty less easily accepted.

We see these stories in the hibakusha. The woman who forgave
a pilot who flew the plane that dropped the atomic bomb be-
cause she recognized that what she really hated was war itself.
The man who sought out families of Americans killed here be-
cause he believed their loss was equal to his own.

My own nation’s story began with simple words: All men are
created equal and endowed by our creator with certain unalien-
able rights including life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
Realizing that ideal has never been easy, even within our own
borders, even among our own citizens. But staying true to that
story is worth the effort. It is an ideal to be strived for, an ideal
that extends across continents and across oceans. The irreduc-
ible worth of every person, the insistence that every life is pre-
cious, the radical and necessary notion that we are part of a sin-
gle human family — that is the story that we all must tell.

That is why we come to Hiroshima. So that we might think of
people we love. The first smile from our children in the morn-
ing. The gentle touch from a spouse over the kitchen table. The
comforting embrace of a parent. We can think of those things
and know that those same precious moments took place here, 71
years ago.

Those who died, they are like us. Ordinary people understand
this, I think. They do not want more war. They would rather
that the wonders of science be focused on improving life and not
eliminating it. When the choices made by nations, when the
choices made by leaders, reflect this simple wisdom, then the
lesson of Hiroshima is done.

[The world was forever changed here|, but today the children of]
\this city will go through their day in peace. What a precious\
\thing that is. It is worth protecting, and then extending to every\
child. That is a future we can choose, a future in which Hiroshi-
Ima and Nagasaki are known not as the dawn of atomic warfare|
lbut as the start of our own moral awakening.|
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