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The Method of Hojoki-Genkai as a Commentary

Yuko SHIMAUCHI

ABSTRACT

This paper focuses upon Hojoki-Genkai (Ji I RE#2M# ; published in 1694) for the purpose of elucidating its method
as a commentary.

Hojoki-Genkai is a commentary on Hojoki (J73EC) by an unknown author. In this book, the text of Hojoki is
written in large letters to which Bochu (£ ; notes between the lines of the text) written in small letters are
attached. It has no Tochu (¥H7E: : notes above the text) . The text is divided into comparatively short passages,
according to its contents, each division having its commentary. There is no illustration.

Although Hojoki was completed as early as in 1212, its study started late. Full-scaled commentaries began to
be published after Meireki (BHJ&) period of the Edo era, the first of them being Shusho-Hojoki (E & Lit) by
Yamaoka Genrin (1IFTTH ; 1658) , which was followed by Hojoki-Shisetsu (J5358#U3) by Owada Kikyu (KA1
4K 5 1658) and Hojokisho (Ji¥Eed)) by Kato Bansai (MEE#%% ; 1674) . Hojoki-Genkai was the fourth book
of commentary on Hojoki.

This paper tries to elucidate its method as a commentary by comparing Hojoki-Genkai with its three predecessors.

As far as interpretation of words is concerned, Hojoki-Genkai owes much to Shusho-Hojoki, while its
commentaries show the author’s own views and feelings, which make up the characteristics of Hojoki-Genkai. The
author seems to aim at criticizing the world’s values or life-styles from the viewpoints expressed in Hojoki rather
than studying the themes and the purpose of writing of Hojoksi.

The commentaries in Hojoki-Genkai are interspersed by Haikus and proverbs. Sometimes they employ the
rhythm of Shichi-go-cho (£ 7iL#f]) and their style often becomes fluent and lyrical.

Most of the commentators of classics in the modern period were professional scholars such as Confucianists,
Buddhist priests and scholars of Japanese classics. But through the examination of the style of Hojoki-Genkai, we can
get an image of its author as an different type of individual.



