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The world of Mayan indigenous people of Guatemala in colors and forms
~By means of color collage~
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ABSTRACT

This study is a trial approach to the worldview of Mayan indigenous people of Guatemala in color and form
by means of color collage. The textile of Mayan indigenous people is inherited from mother to child, and clothes
(huipil) are expressed in a great variety of colors and forms which differs from one community to another. The
color and form of huipil signifies one’s hometown and age, and are used as one of the important communication tools
between different communities. The way in which this huipil is used as a communication tool is similar to the visual
communication method used in artistic treatment. Therefore I investigated colors and forms of Mayan indigenous
people of Guatemala by means of color collage. The procedure was as follows ; (1) Asking a participant to choose
five colors from 27 colors of origami, (2) Asking the same participant to make a color collage, and (3) Inquiring the
image of the colors used in the collage to the participant.

The investigation was conducted between August 27 and September 19, 2017. 56 Mayan indigenous people in nine
areas within Guatemala participated in the research. They expressed the Mayan worldview in various forms in their
collages. Their collage expressions varied in style by areas. However, their color image had a commonality, such as :
"the image of red is blood", and "the image of gold is the sun." Both red and gold are important colors in the Mayan
worldview.
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