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Approach to the space expression of Mayan indigenous people
in Guatemala
~ Focusing on the Ixil district mainly ~
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ABSTRACT

This study tried to approach the space expression of Mayan indigenous people of the Ixil district in Guatemala
through textile and color collage. The author conducted her fieldwork in the area in 2017 and wrote its summary to
the Journal of The Open University of Japan, No. 35. This study is one of its detailed expositions focusing on 3 areas ;
i.e., Acul, Nebaj, and San Juan Cotzal.

The Ixil district is an unsociable area in the mountains with a history of massacre, which left some unique textile
patterns. In each of the three areas, folklore passed down from generation to generation was incorporated in the
textile. In Nebaj, the motif of the textile was not expressed in color collage expression, but instead three-dimensional
expressions were found, and the degree of freedom of expression was high. In Acul, the motif of the textile was
expressed in color collage. In San Juan Cotzal, an expanse of the space expression was recognized, and movement
was felt in expression.

The areal characteristic tended to influence the motif of textile and spatial representation in the color collage.
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