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How does The Open University of Japan contribute to Communities?
—through Social Networking Analysis of Circle Activities
at the Study Centres —

Akinobu Kawal, Mizuki YosHipA, Hideaki KAwASHIMA
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ABSTRACT

The Open University of Japan (OUJ) provides opportunities for students from various background to study at their
own place without leaving their own offices or homes, and aims to be a place where students can obtain a degree for
general education or advanced studies.

From the lifelong-learning point of view, almost all students live at their own houses and maintain neighborhood
relationship in their communities. All students belong to Study Centres (SC) where face-to—face class sessions and
other educational facilities are provided. SC becomes venues for students to hold circle activities (extracurricular
activities) and friendly exchanges. OU]J has 50 SC in every prefecture, 7 Satellite Spaces and 64 Audio visual Rooms
for giving easier access. These infrastructures provide huge scope for lifelong-learning together with broadcasting
learning materials.

This study aims to explore the potentialities of OUJ to contribute local communities through SC’s functions.
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