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Types of learning implied in the Course of Study for Japanese
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ABSTRACT

This paper discussed the items in the Course of Study for Japanese in elementary school and middle school.
By comparing some of the items in the 2008 version and the 2017 version, it uncovered the types of learning implied
by the Course of Study for Japanese, and how Japanese communication style is reflected in the items. The paper
first explained the four types of learning proposed by Okumura (2009), followed by a delineation of Japanese
communication style. It then examined the items in the Course of Study for Japanese in elementary and middle school
based on three of the four types of learning. The examination demonstrated that items related to “Searching for the
Right Answer” type, in which a learner tries to guess “the right answer” held by his/her teacher, were found both in
the 2008 version and the 2017 version. Items related to “Learning from Peers” type, in which a learner tries to learn
from what his/her classmate says, were found as well in both the 2008 version and the 2017 version. Furthermore, it
was revealed that items related to this type were not geared towards interaction in the classroom but towards self-
cultivation by the students. Items related to “Dialectic Learning” type were found lacking both in the 2008 version and
the 2017 version. Items reflecting the Japanese communication style, which is a high-context communication style
with strong emphasis on interpersonal relationship, were also found in both the 2008 version and the 2017 version.
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