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Waka and Prose in Ichiyo—Nikk?

Yuko SHIMAUCHI

ABSTRACT

This dissertation pays attention to the wakas scattered in the diary of Higuchi Ichiyo (81—, 1872~96). In
her diary Ichiyo shows a particular form of writing which adds a waka (f1#() in the end of each prose. The present
writer tries to illustrate the author’s intention in using this form, comparing it with similar examples found in the
Japanese classical literature.

Higuchi Ichiyo is generally known as the author of stories such as Take-Kurabe (721} < 5-X), Nigorie (1221
), Otsugomori (K2 ZH V), The Thirteenth Night (+=1%) etc.. But the brief biography put at the head of The
Revised Edition of the Complete Works of Higuchi Ichiyo ([$8I1—%E44]), which was published a month after the
author’s decease, says, ‘she was excellent in waka, in prose and in calligraphy.” The editor seems to think that waka
was the most important portion of Ichiyo’s literally work.

Ichiyo started her literally career by entering Haginoya (#?%¥) in 1886, when she was fourteen years old.
Haginoya was Nakajima Utako (W E#T-)’s Kajuku (2, a private school where, besides waka, classical literature
and calligraphy were taught).

Ichiyo-Nikki (—Z£H7FE, the diary of Higuchi Ichiyo) was started in 1886 and continued until two months before
her death, although some part of it is now missing. Some entries in it have wakas attached in the end of prose.

In Japanese literature before Ichiyo, we find some literary forms which fuse prose and verse. For example, Haibun
(PEX) by Matsuo Basho (f2E#i#) and Yokoi Yayu (#3F-t7) attaches a Haiku to a prose, while Kyobun (J£32)
such as Yomo—no-aka (WU}5 D& 7*) by Ota Nampo (KHIFiA) attaches a Kyoka (J£#k) to a prose. In Ichiyo Nikki
we find a form which attaches a waka to a prose. The present writer suggests to call this form ‘Kabun’ (3t30).

This dissertation aims at classifying Ichiyo’s Kabuns according to their thematic characteristics. Ichiyo’s Kabuns
can be divided into three major groups, each of which has its own particular themes.

The first group is related to Haginoya. Its themes are Kakai (#{%%, a contest of waka) and excursions in suburbs.

The second group is related to her longing for Nakarai Tosui (3}:F#k7K) which brought her some anguish of heart.
Nakarai Tosui was Ichiyo’s teacher under whom she studied writing stories.

The third group was born from her intercourse with the young men of Bungakukai (3C%5). Its themes are her
views on life and people etc..

These Kabuns are closely related to the formation and development of Ichiyo’s literature. Particularly, the present
writer intends to focus upon those Kabuns which make one feel Tsurezuregusa’s (E#X%) presence as the basis of
Ichiyo’s thinking. There are some Kabuns, too, which vividly express the conflict between her sense of reality and her
sense of nothingness, thus revealing a clear profile of Ichiyo as a thinker.



