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Color and the form expressed
~ Focusing on the expression of children in Santiago Atitlan ~
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ABSTRACT

This study approached the space expression of the Maya indigenous people of Santiago Atitlan in Guatemala
through textile and color collage. The author conducted a fieldwork locally in 2017 and presented its summary in
Journal of The Open University of Japan, No. 35. The author also presented a detailed study of the Ixil district in
Journal of The Open University of Japan, No. 36 in 2018. As a sequel to the previous two studies, Santiago Atitlan,
which is located by Lake Atitlan, was chosen as the subject of this study.

Santiago Atitlan is rich in nature such as Lake Atitlan and the three volcanos, yet bears a primitive religion and a
history of massacre over it. As a result, a unique culture has remained intact. In the folk costume, the motif regarding
the culture of the area was woven in. In the color collage expressed by children, narrative characteristics were
stronger than other areas that have been investigated, and more detailed expressions were observed. Particularly,
rich feelings were reflected in their representation of life and nature, and the expression of the rainbow was
particularly notable. In addition, it was observed that they have a wide field of vision.
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