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The Enigma of ‘Montpellier Parchment’
—Political Allegory of Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy ca.1470s.—
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ABSTRACT

{(Montpelier parchment) is a unique miniature, supposed to have represented the Burgundian Duke, Charles the
Bold’s power based on the (pax et justitia). Since 1990s, J.C.Smith, W.Paravicini, W.Briickle and other scholars have
argued the special character of this miniature.

In this paper we reconsidered on the composition, function and significance of this unique parchment through the
analysis of the various images expressed in the miniature. As a result it could be said that this miniature shows in a
symbolic way the political ideology of Charles the Bold as a representative of the virtue of justice (justitia) to govern
his Etat bourguignon that was not to have been realized after his death of 1477.
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