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A Study of Senshin Shuzo Gyokuseki Zassi
—discussed around its biographical references to Kenko—

Yuko SHIMAUCHI

ABSTRACT

Senshin Shuzo Gyokuseki Zassi (JoiEif{%EAKERE) is a book of biographies and portraits published in 1843.
Its author, Kurihara Nobumitsu (JEEE7E, 1794-1870), was a scholar of the later Edo era, who had a thorough
knowledge of ceremonial and ritual customs of the imperial court and Samurai families.

The main part of this book consists of nine volumes which take up twenty four persons from Kitabatake Chikafusa
(dt&#iFE) to Fujiwarano Tameko (F&JE%T) as their subjects. It contains not only portraits of each person but
also abundant pictures representing their favorite domestic articles, strips and square pieces of fancy paper, places
related with them, battles they fought etc..

Most of the persons dealt there are noblemen and warriors who directly participated in the violent political change
in the Nanboku-cho (F§dtEH) period. This dissertation focuses on the fact that we find Kenko (F#F), the author of
Tsurezuregusa (FEZREL), among them. We approach this problem from these two view—points.

Firstly, why are no less pages devoted to Kenko, a literary man who never played a remarkable part in the political
scenes, than to the other eminent historical figures?

Secondly, we find portraits and brief life stories of Kenko in other books of similar style published in Edo era ;
for example, Fusou In’itsuden ($:ZB3384%) and Zenken Kojitsu (BiEHF). If we compare Kurihara Nobumitsu's
evaluation and portrayal of Kenko with those of other books, what characteristics can be pointed out in the former?

We observe that Kurihara Nobumitsu used as well as epitomized imaginary life stories of Kenko written in the Edo
era , and that Kurihara Nobumitsu’s evaluation of Kenko had influences on those of the people of Meiji and Taisho
periods.

Hitherto some studies of Tsurezuregusa and Kenko have mentioned Senshin Shuzo Gyokuseki Zassi as a source
of pictures but none has minutely examined its biographical references to Kenko. To do that is the particular feature
of this dissertation.



