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Maya Ritual and its Initiation of a
Chimdn (Ritualist) in Guatemalan Highlands
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ABSTRACT

This article reports 2 types of Mayan rituals in Chichicastenango, one of the Mayan communities in the Guatemala
highlands. Amongst them is a ritual performed by a chimdn (Mayan ritualist) at a sacred ground, Pascual Abaj, for
one of the authors, Alan Jaime. The information about the ritual together with its items and offerings were identified
through an interview with him. The layout of the ritual placement has also been recorded. This rite is one example of
an everyday ritual performed by the Maya chimdn with the request of the followers. Another ritual introduced, is an
initiation for a lady to become a ritualist. The authors, coincidentally, were fortunate to encounter and join the ritual
of a young lady to become a chimdn, who received the power from a senior ritualist. The entire process of the rite
was composed of two parts . One held at her home and the other held at the saint mountain Paqojil. We observed the
process of both rituals and recorded the layout of the grounds. The operation of the two rituals portrays an overview

of the indigenous faith in the Mayan communities.
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