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Abstract

The School of Graduate Studies,
The Open University of Japan

Keiko HORII

Academic Japanese (AJ) and Business Japanese (BJ) Education in the
Undergraduate Program: Significance and Challenges

This research’s objective is to examine the potential of Academic
Japanese (“AJ”) and Business Japanese (“BJ”) education in university
undergraduate programs.

Chapter 1 provides an overview of the background and evolution of
curricula and conceptual aspects of Academic Japanese and Business
Japanese programs from their inception to today — AJ first appeared in the
Examination for Japanese University Admission for International Students in
2002, and BJ was included in “The Asian Talent Fund Plan” in 2006.

Originally, AJ and BJ education started as Japanese education programs
for foreign students, but they have the potential to promote logical and critical
thinking, collaboration with others, and execution capabilities that are applicable
to students beyond foreign students. There has not been much research
focusing on the broader implications of AJ and BJ education for overall
undergraduate programs, despite their impact on the development of
foundational capabilities among undergraduate students. Therefore, the
research question was designed first to understand the current situation of the
AJ and BJ education and their challenges, and then to examine what kind of
contributions they can make in university undergraduate programs by analyzing



expected outcomes of AJ and BJ education concretely and practically. The
research used the following methodologies: First, it identified issues by
reviewing past literature and conducting questionnaires of university educators;
then, it analyzed reflection descriptions by students in AJ and BJ programs; and
finally it drew implications and conclusions.

Chapter 2 analyzes the past literature related to Academic Japanese and
Business Japanese. The comprehensive literature review revealed that there
has been little research questioning the significance of AJ and BJ and why such
programs are needed. In the early days of AJ and BJ research, there were
discussions on the philosophy of AJ and BJ education. Since then, however, a
large portion of the research has focused on reports of practices and
approaches to skill building, despite the fact AJ and BJ are both recognized as
components of the research field of Japanese language education.

Based on the realization that the current situation of AJ and BJ education
needs to be further clarified, Chapter 3 discusses the results of the
questionnaires sent to the educators in universities where AJ and BJ programs
are offered. The questionnaire responses led to a conclusion that AJ education
IS necessary because most students start universities without possessing the
necessary foundational capabilities to study at the university level, and that BJ
education is necessary for the social and working life. In addition, several key
elements were identified as necessary capabilities and activities — for AJ, the
keys are logical thinking, critical thinking, and problem identification and solving
capability; for BJ, they are teamwork, collaborative execution capability, and
problem identification and solving capability. Key enablers for such capabilities
are self-directed learning and active learning. Furthermore, the analysis
identified the importance of articulation (connection) for both AJ and BJ
education to go beyond the education of words and communication and enable
students, including Japanese students, to have a better life. In addition, while
both AJ and BJ require active learning, the research identified the lack of
teachers who can support such learning, in terms of both capabilities and
guantity.

One of the major issues is that there is a disconnection between the
abstract level of objectives and guiding principles outlined in undergraduate and



course / major descriptions, and the concrete level of specific skills to be
acquired as learning subjects. Therefore, the insight was drawn that a unique
contribution to AJ and BJ education in university undergraduate programs can
be made by connecting these two levels and filling in the gap. The following two
chapters closely discuss capabilities to be developed through the AJ and BJ
education.

Chapter 4 examines the learning activities of primarily Japanese students
in seminars who put into practice Academic Japanese for their graduation
theses. A longitudinal analysis of a large volume of reflection descriptions of
these students led to the observation that they had developed an awareness of
greater logical thinking, critical thinking, and problem identification and solving
capabilities, in addition to knowledge and skill acquisition. Academic Japanese
education has been conducted as a first-year program in universities, but this
finding led to a recognition that AJ education should take place during the first
year and throughout undergraduate programs.

Chapter 5 explored several education practices for Business Japanese
using project-based learning (PBL). An analysis of reflection descriptions by
students identified that they had developed an awareness of greater
collaborative execution capability and problem identification and solving
capability. These capabilities developed through AJ and BJ education are
neither at the concrete skill level nor at the abstract/technical goals and guiding
principles level, but rather they are critical capabilities developed by putting into
practice in education. | term such new capabilities “Activity—Ability.”

Chapter 6 examines the articulation (connection) between AJ and BJ,
between first-year education, specialized education and AJ / BJ, as well as the
qualification of the teachers who are responsible for AJ and BJ classes. |
believe it is important to position AJ and BJ systematically within undergraduate
programs by anchoring them around the Activity—Ability that are developed
through logical thinking, critical thinking, and problem identification and solving
capabilities fostered through the AJ education. | also believe that it is necessary
to cultivate collaborative execution capability and problem identification and
solving capability developed through BJ. However, it is difficult to ensure good
articulation between specialized education and AJ / BJ education in the first or
subsequent years of university education because most Japanese teachers



who are likely to teach AJ / BJ courses are not teaching specialized courses.
Furthermore, an analysis of reflection descriptions by the teachers of Japanese
as a second language revealed that there is a drastic shortage of teachers who
could lead active learning and project-based learning that are critical to AJ / BJ
programs. Articulation of AJ / BJ and development of teachers are important
issues for the future.

Lastly, | have drawn the following key findings from the summary of each
chapter:

e To make AJ and BJ relevant to a broader definition of language education in
undergraduate programs, it is not sufficient to learn knowledge and skills for
AJ and BJ. Students need to learn the Activity—Ability that are necessary to
bridge the concrete skills and abstract concepts.

e AJrequires logical thinking and critical thinking Activity—Ability; BJ
requires collaborative execution capability as an important Activity—Ability.
For both AJ and BJ, problem identification and solving capability is needed.
AJ and BJ are important in undergraduate studies for the development of
Activity—Ability such as logical thinking, critical thinking, collaborative
execution capability, and problem identification and solving capability, to be
pursued in parallel to specialized education.

In the past, both AJ and BJ education tended to focus mainly on
knowledge and skills as learning items, and little attention was paid to the core
significance of Activity—Ability. This research confirmed the importance of
Activity—Ability and concluded that AJ and BJ education is relevant and should
be integrated as part of broadly defined language education in an
undergraduate program.

There are two limitations to this research. First, it is common to provide
objective and quantitative evidence such as test results to show what students
have learned in education when making a case for a superior education
approach. This research demonstrates impact through the analysis of the
records of what | term as Activity—Ability, which are neither knowledge nor skills.
This research does not use other methodologies to examine this point, and
hence further research using different approaches and methodologies is
needed. Moreover, while | argued for the significance of integrating AJ and BJ



into undergraduate programs, | did not discuss the potential challenges of
implementing it.

Most undergraduate programs emphasize skills and knowledge
acquisition such as foreign languages, liberal arts or specialized courses, and
there is not sufficient discussion on the language capability that is needed to
apply these knowledge and skills in practice. However, to realize the
undergraduate programs’ purpose of providing the foundation for university
graduates, active and creative capabilities are necessary beyond knowledge
and skills. Therefore, logical thinking, critical thinking, collaborative execution
capability, and problem identification and solving capabilities become important,
though they are lacking in current undergraduate programs. AJ and BJ
education aims to complement this broadly defined language education.

To develop Activity—Ability that are different from knowledge and skills,
a more proactive (self-directed) and experiential learning supported by active
learning is necessary. This will require a paradigm shift among teachers and
teacher development. Kadokura (2006) argued that Japanese language
teachers excel in three aspects: ability to teach Japanese language holistically
(education methodology), experience in interactive (reciprocal) pedagogy
(education methodology), and inter-cultural communication (education attitude).
| believe there is a potential to improve the expertise of Japanese language
teachers and utilize their capabilities. A perspective from the field of Japanese
language education could contribute to university education and society more
broadly. I plan to continue further research and practice from this perspective.

Reference:

Kadokura, Masami (2006), “Japanese for Learning and Communication:
Transmitting from Academic Japanese,” Challenges of Academic Japanese,
Hitsuji Shobo, 3-20.
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