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How has the “Education Industry” been discussed in Japan? .
A Quantitative Text Analysis of the Four Major National
Newspapers’ Contents
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ABSTRACT

The “education industry” in Japan has been given conflicting evaluations from various perspectives. The purpose of
this study is to examine its ambivalent characteristics and the way it is discussed through a quantitative text analysis
of the contents of four major national newspapers (Asahi Shimbun, Yomiuri Shimbun, Mainichi Shimbun, and Nihon
Keizai Shimbun) over a 40-year period beginning in the 1980s. Using the online article databases of each newspaper,
we generated text data of full-text articles hit by a search using “education industry” as a keyword from the early
1980s to June 2022, and analyzed them using the freeware software KH coder.

Co-occurrence networks, correspondence analysis, and topic model analysis were conducted, and the results
showed that each newspaper had distinctive news content themes. In terms of changes over time, before the 2000s,
news contents were divided into two categories: contents related to school education, family, and society (Asahi
Shimbun, Yomiuri Shimbun, Mainichi Shimbun), and contents from a managerial and economic perspective, such as
industry and business (Nihon Keizai Shimbun). However, especially since the beginning of the 2020s, all newspapers
have taken a more economic perspective, and contents in a market-oriented context has become the trend.

In the future, further discussion of policy debates and new media such as social networking services are expected.
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