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What is Social Time?
—Modern times configuration through
synchronized effects with others—
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ABSTRACT

This exploratory essay pursues the question of what social time is. The important point is that this social time is
established by the synchronized effects with others. In the configurations of social time, it is important to determine
whose time is to be conformed to and to what extent the synchronized effects is carried out.

Three styles of time configurations are found to be examples of ‘whose time to conform to’. Firstly, there is the
social time configuration of unilateral relations (dominant-type synchronized effects), in which the ‘time-configurating
side’ takes the initiative and adjusts the time to it. In modern societies, the development of factories, enterprises and
bureaucratic organizations has led to the development of social time in which others and things are subordinated.
Secondly, there is a social time configuration of bilateral relations (exchange-type synchronized effects), which is a
reciprocal way of adjusting time to the ‘time-configurated side’ as well. In modern societies, social time was shared
through market transactions and loan relationships. Thirdly, there are cases of social time-sharing in the form of
trilateral relations (reciprocal-type synchronized effects), in which time is shared through the overall mediation of
the ‘time-configurating and the time-configurated’. Even in the chaotic conditions fostered by carnivals, generations,
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etc., we have seen structural time configurations being formed.

In social time, there are complex time configurations such that the coordination and combination of psychological
time, physical time and physical time is determined by who is in charge. And finally, the penetration of social time
into the psyche and the body results in the substantiating effect of time ordering society in reverse. As seen in the
carnival effect, social time continues to be a fascinating time, as time that is latent and manifest, and as time that
changes phases between entities and non-entities, turning in a spiral, and constituting a certain structure in the midst

of chaos.
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